
In the book The 1 Thing, Thom and Joani Schultz write about how they “once belonged to a church
that had an affinity for politics.  Ed, the associate pastor, gave countless hours to community
projects.  When the senior pastor retired, activists launched a campaign to promote Ed.  His
supporters set up petition tables.  They peppered the congregation with mailings with slogans.  They
made buttons. [And] just before we were to vote, the campaign committee promoted a ‘Wear Red
For Ed Sunday.' . . . Ed won.  We left.”

The reason they left was that Ed and his supporters had diverted the focus of their church away from
the 1 thing of helping people enter into - and deepen - a relationship with God to that of a Political
Action Committee.  A Political Action Committee is not a bad thing.  It’s goal is to promote
particular causes, and support particular candidates to promote those causes.  When done with
integrity (rather than just smearing those with different views), a Political Action Committee can
inform voters about issues, help people understand what government policies will result from voting
for particular candidates, and share public service announcements.  

But when a church, tries to do its work of helping people enter into - and deepen - relationship with
God through the style of a Political Action Committee it ends up veering off course and becomes
unable to do the very thing it was created to do.  Thom and Joani are not the only ones to see that
fact.  A woman named Amy wrote of a similar experience, saying she went to a church that “always
tried to advance one political cause or another.  They even displayed campaign signs on the church
lawn.”  “I remember one sermon,” Amy writes, “in which the pastor talked about the difference
between Republicans and Democrats, and how that fit in the grand scheme of good and evil.”  It is
also not just in modern America that this can be seen.

In the reading from Samuel, for instance, we are taken back to the time just after Israel entered the
Promised Land.  The land had been divided among the 12 tribes.  Joshua had just passed from the
scene.  And since the people had the Law, and God remained close through the Tabernacle, no one
was raised up by God as a primary leader.   Instead, each person sought God as they “saw fit,” and
issues that came up were handled by the elders in each tribe.  But every once in a while, something
would happen where all 12 tribes needed to ban together.  

In response, God would raise up a specific leader.  That person was called a judge because they
would judge between the ways God would have the people respond and the ways that would lead
them astray.  And the manner of how this occurred is important to understand.  That is because the
“judges” were not special people.  They were just ordinary people God anointed to lead His people
in special ways.  After the crisis was over, the judge would fade from the scene.  That is because God
wanted the people to look to Him for guidance and in times of need.  But not all judges did a good
job.  Some caused as many problems as they solved.

We heard this in Samuel 8 when it said that “when Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges
for Israel . . . but his sons did not walk in his ways.  They turned aside after dishonest gain and
accepted bribes and perverted justice.”  In response, the people were not led to follow God.  They
were not taught to seek to grow in their relationship with God.  And they were not invited to fast or
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pray.  Eventually, this led to a crisis.  But rather than address the issue in harmony with who they
were called to be, they acted like a Political Action Committee.
   
As a result, we heard that “the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel.  [And] they
said to him, ‘you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; appoint a king to lead us.'”  In
other words, they set up a protest march!  Some may have held picket signs saying “Down with the
judges.”  Others may have created banners that said “Wrong Leaders, Wrong Time, Wrong Place.” 
A few of the more creative types even may have chanted “Hear us sing!  We want a king!”  So they
got a king.  

But notice the result that their Political Action Committee got them.  We are told in our reading that
God told Samuel “it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected Me as their king.  As they
have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other
gods, so they are doing to you.  Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what
the king who will reign over them will do.”  What the king would do is then explained by Samuel.

In the verses that follow today’s reading, Samuel told them that the earthly human king they would
get would not always follow God’s ways, and even if they were a holy person would - by necessity -
introduce new burdens to their lives.  For “this is what the king who will reign over you will do,”
Samuel explained, “he will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses.  Some
he will assign to be commanders, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still
others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots.  He will take your daughters to be
perfumers and cooks and bakers.  He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves
. . .  and YOU . . . will become his slaves.”
   
The reason Samuel said those things is simple: the ways of the political leaders of this world (ancient
and modern) cannot help us enter into - and deepen - a relationship with God.  That is the role of the
Church.  So when the people of God (in the times of which the Old Testament speaks about with the
Israelites or in times of which the New Testament speaks about with the Church) fashion the way
they do God’s work as a Political Action Committee, the 1 thing God’s people are supposed to be
about gets lost.  We see this when we turn to the life of Jesus.
   
In Matthew 10, for instance, we are told how “the mother of Zebedee’s sons” appointed herself as
a one person Political Action Committee, came to Jesus, and “kneeling down before Him, asked a
favor.” To understand what was happening, we need to know that such an act was part of the
protocol of approaching a monarch, the ancient version of bowing or curtseying.  Maybe she thought
she would flatter Jesus, and He would grant her request.  Or maybe she thought Jesus would be so
taken by her respect that he would unthinkingly give her what she wanted, as Herod did when the
daughter of Herodius tricked him into killing John the Baptist.
   
But Jesus not only clearly knew who He was, and what He had come to do, He was also keenly
aware of what His Heavenly Father called His followers to be about, and what He had therefore 
been sent to help the church do as its 1 thing.  As a result, Jesus did not give in to the Political Action

2



Committee approach to running the kingdom of God that “the mother of Zebedee’s sons” wanted him
to respond to, and instead told her that “to sit at my right and left is not for me to grant.  These places
belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”
   
In those words, Jesus was explaining that God’s kingdom does not come about through the power
of politics, but through the power of God, as well as the fact that God’s power operates differently
than the power of a Political Action Committee.  But before He could explain that, something
happened.  Matthew says “the others heard about this,” and became “indignant with the two
brothers.”  So Jesus pulled them together, and said “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles Lord
it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.  Not so with you.  Whoever wants
to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be your slave -
just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve.”
   
In making that statement, Jesus was teaching His disciples (and us) that the kingdom of God does
not come about through the earthly methods of a Political Action Committee, but through
servanthood.  He was teaching His disciples (and us) that God’s kingdom is not based on who gets
to make political decisions, but on who chooses to serve in the soup kitchen.  He was teaching His
disciples (and us) that God’s kingdom is not about who gets their way here on earth, but who is
willing to do things God’s way for the benefit of all eternity.
   
We see this spoken about by Jesus even more clearly a little further on in Matthew’s gospel in what
commentators call the parable of the sheep and the goats.  For in that parable in chapter 25, Jesus
says that on the Day of Judgement it will not be those who have held positions of political power
here on earth, or those who used the methods of a Political Action Committee approach to being the
church, who will be rewarded.  Jesus said those who will be rewarded are those who are willing to
help people enter into - and grow deeper in - a relationship with Him by reachng out to them,
whether they are the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, or the imprisoned.
   
Two thousand years later that reality has not changed.  The kingdom of God still only comes about
“on earth as in heaven” when God’s people do things God’s way.  The followers of Jesus only live
out kingdom lives on earth as they will one day in heaven when they do things God’s way.  And the
Church, which is meant to offer people on earth a glimpse of the relationship they will have with
God in heaven, can only carry out that Great Commission when they do things God’s way.  And
God’s way, as we have been looking at over the last few weeks, involves making sure we seek - for
ourselves and for our church - the 1 thing.
   
The way we seek to be about the 1 thing is simple really: we need to CAST OUR VOTE for Jesus
and His kingdom.  Not in a political way at a ballot box.  Not by using the methods of a Political
Action Committee to get our way.  And not by protesting or hurling campaign slogans at those who
don’t know Jesus.   We cast our vote for Jesus by listening in Bible study for Him to tell us what His
ways look like.  We cast our vote for Jesus by replying to what He says in prayer.  And we cast our
vote for Jesus through ministry to the least, the last, and the lost.
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For it is only when we casting our vote for Jesus in those ways that we can fully enter into - and
deepen - our relationship with God.  And it is only when we (and our fellow church members) make
entering into - and deepening - a relationship with God the 1 thing in our lives that God can work
through us to draw others into relationship with Him.  And it is only when we (along with all the
people of our nation who claim the name of Jesus) make entering into - and deepening - a
relationship with God the 1 thing we are ALL about that our nation can become one that truly honors
God.  
   
I invite you therefore to cast your vote early.  Don’t wait until November 3rd to seek God with all
your heart, soul, mind, and strength.  Don’t wait until November 2nd to be about the 1 thing.  Cast
your vote this very moment.  Seek God right now, invite the people in your circle of influence to join
you, and look for ways to add people to your circle, that all the world might one day vote for Jesus
as not only King of kings and Lord or lords, but also their own Savior.  For that is what it means to
be a saint.  That is what it means to celebrate All Saints Day.  And that is what it means to be about
the saintly process of the 1 thing. 
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