
Sermon ideas at least mine don’t always come from scripture, the idea for this particular sermon idea
came from my work experience. A job that was new to me in February 2020.  The Bible says we
should work as if we are working for the Lord, so… I guess I am drawing my ideas from scripture.
I was learning a new program, pretty much everything was new at this new position; unlike other
programs, you start typing in the search field, and it comes up with several choices and then you
simply select the one that you want, or if you type the name exactly, that name will automatically
come up.  So I had the name I wanted in the little box, waiting for something to happen, It looks like
something will, but it did not, I just sat there waiting... and waiting, and- nothing happened, I
double-checked the name, and, it was correct. I began to wonder what it was that I had done wrong.
I even went so far as to ask someone what I did wrong, because I was so new I went into a bit of a
panic mode. They asked me if I hit apply? My eyes scanned the screen, and down in the lower
left-hand corner- there it was ‘apply.’ That is what I missed, so I clicked on the word apply, and I
was in business!

When I was job hunting, and looking for a job- is work, don’t let anybody tell you different. I fired
up my laptop, I scoured the listings on indeed, ziprecruiter, glassdoor, LinkedIn, e-hired, and many
others for jobs that I thought would be a good fit for my skills. I even had a template saved that I
could tailor for each job I applied for. It would perfectly highlight my skills, letting potential
employers know why I was the best candidate for the job, and why they should hire me. I polished
up my resume, making the changes I wanted to re-affirm those skills, threw in a few buzz words.
But, despite all that work, it still would not get me the job, I was missing a vital step, in order to even
be considered for the job, I still had to hit ‘apply.’

What I want to talk about this morning is just that- applying God's word to our lives, and when you
think about it applying is probably the easiest part of the process, and at the same time the hardest,
it is also easily overlooked. Like a job hunt- We have the skills, we have the determination, we are
motivated, yet we often do not hit. ‘Apply.’ We know very well what Jesus wants us to do, we know
how he wants us to live, but we often fall short.  Back when I was teaching Sunday school, when the
class ended, even though it was a good class I always felt there was something missing. What I didn’t
have was an application at the end of the lesson. Something to wrap up the lesson, that would make
us think about the lesson that morning and how it could be applied to our life. 

For example:  How can you be “joyful always” in this upcoming week? Or; This week think of the
lengths God has gone to in order to bless you and comfort  You in times of struggle. Or; God said
everything he made was good; what can you do this week to live up to that description?  Thank
goodness we have a God that has applied himself to our well-being, in Romans 5:8 We read that
“But God proved his love for us, while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” That particular
verse always helps whenever I am down and not feeling particularly good about myself or the
circumstances I may find myself at the time- whenever I feel unworthy. It gives me hope, It tells me
that I matter, that I am important, that I am loved. It should give us all hope, it should tell us all that
we matter that we are loved so much by our creator, in Genesis after God had created the world, he
looked upon all that he had created, and said that it was good. That means us! 
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Jesus also applied himself in ways that we can’t even begin to comprehend. He was subjected to and
even subjected himself to mistreatment of all kinds, mostly because he healed on the sabbath, despite
what the laws said. Because he had compassion.  In the movie ‘The Apostle’ The preacher was
holding a small child admiring the child's beautiful hands. He held the child's hand up and asked the
congregation to imagine those hands being nailed to a cross. The congregation was quite adamant 
about that-  “No. Lord, no!” was their response. The Preacher said “I know I don’t have that much
love in me, to do this to my son, do you?” “I know I don’t.” the preacher said.  “But God does...
Ay-men!”

Jesus applied himself-For us. For our benefit.  He didn’t live for himself, he lived for his disciples,
for others… for us. Knowing full well what he was to face.  He was crucified for us.  He died for us.
He was resurrected for us.  For you, and for me.  Sometimes we feel guilty for how much Jesus
sacrificed for us, I know I do. We feel that-we are not worthy, that we don’t deserve this grace. Well,
we’re not.   But God gives this grace freely to us, to accept, or not.  Jesus was a humble servant of
God, Jesus wants us to serve too, not him, but God.

Jesus was quite unconventional for his times. He ate with sinners, he talked with a samaritan woman,
he touched a leper, he consorted with women of ill-repute, all going against the laws and attitudes
of the time. Jesus, however, shunned no one, he- did not turn anyone away. He welcomed all who
came to him. Regarding his encounter with the leper, the law as written in Leviticus 5 forbad anyone
from touching a leper. Jesus knew full well what the law said, but he helped the man anyway. Jesus
reached out in love and compassion. He expects the same from us.  We see in the parable, a parable
is a simple story used to illustrate a moral or spiritual lesson, as told by Jesus in the Gospels, of The
Good Samaritan in Luke 10: 

An expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal
life?”   “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?”  He answered, “ ‘Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your
mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ ”   “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do
this and you will live.”  He asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  In reply Jesus said: “A man
was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of
his clothes and his belongings, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead.  A priest happened
to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side.  So too,
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side.

But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity (you
can also read that to mean he had compassion) on him.  He went to him and bandaged his wounds,
pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took
care of him.  The next day he took out two denarii  and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’
he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’  Then Jesus
asked “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of
robbers?”  The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and
do likewise.” 
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That is one of the most popular stories in the Bible. How can we apply this parable to our lives?
Show mercy to others as it has been shown to us.  A man of God, A priest is a mediator. He
represents the Divine being, he acts as an ambassador, a chosen vehicle that represents God to the
people. A priest was  involved in the Passover sacrifice, they officiated sin offerings, guilt offerings,
burnt offerings, peace offerings. Surely he would help the man. No, he crossed to the other side.
In Numbers 8- we learn that the The Lord told Moses to purify the Levites to set them apart from the
other Israelites, to do the Lord's work in the tent of meeting. They belonged wholly to God. So a
Levite would surely help the man. No, he too crossed to the other side.

The Samaritans were outcasts because of their questionable Jewish heritage, they intermarried with
the Assyrians, they were the hated enemies of the Jews, they rejected most of the books of the
Hebrew Bible. So this Samaritan; no chance that he would help the man. He went to the man's side,
he took care of him and comforted him.  In this parable, Jesus is telling us that anybody, everybody
is our neighbor, even people we would never imagine. In this parable Jesus is also telling us about
judging either good, or bad. We do not really know what is in someone's heart until we give them
a chance.

John the Baptist came before Jesus to warn people that judgement was near, and that the time to
repent is now, that anyone who didn’t produce good fruit would be cast into the fire. When the
people heard this, the different groups asked John how they could repent, how they could produce
good fruit. The crowd itself, the tax collectors and soldiers asked John what they could do, he told
them what they needed to apply to their lives so they could produce good fruit- to treat people fairly
and with kindness and compassion. They even thought he may be the Messiah. But John told them
that someone far greater than he was coming, someone who had the power to give them what they
had asked John for.  Jesus is the way, there is just no way around it. 

When I was applying for jobs, I had many, many choices of where to look for jobs, and for jobs
themselves. There was no ‘right’ one to use, it didn’t really matter. I just wanted to get the best job
I could get from whatever listing I could find it. Not so with Jesus. Jesus is the way, the truth, and
the life. Oh, I’ve tried things other ways; other people's way, the world's way, even my own way. I
thought I was applying myself the right way all those times. But the more I studied the word; the
more I realized those ways were all a dead end.  But Jesus did come as John the Baptist said, he
simplified things for us, HE is the way. There is no other! 

There are some people who ask; Why even follow Jesus, why apply his word to our lives? Afterall,
we are warned that it won’t be easy. We will be persecuted. We will still have troubles. We will
stumble, and sometimes even fall. Satan will never rest until we surrender, he will be more relentless
in his pursuit to tempt us.  If we’re not guaranteed smooth sailing, if we will still face troubles, why
bother?  I tell you why- I would never want to face whatever bad things life will throw at you, or the
good for that matter, without Jesus in our heart and soul, and mind, because with Jesus the eternal
reward that is in waiting for us is far greater than any trials we may face along the way. 
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