
Years ago, I wrote a prayer of confession for the first Sunday of Lent.  Since the church where I was
at the time had communion the first Sunday of each liturgical season rather than the first Sunday of
each month, the service was going to run long if it had all the usual items, plus the prayer of
confession and communion.  So for that week, I added the prayer of confession and removed the
prayer time and Lord’s Prayer.  As soon as the service ended, someone told me that they were upset
that I had replaced “the prayer GOD wrote” with a prayer “written by a human.”
   
Those who have been through Disciple Bible study know that the problem with that statement is that
the prayer we call “The Lord’s Prayer” isn’t exactly what Jesus said when His disciples asked “teach
us to pray.”  The Lord’s Prayer, as Protestants pray it, is phrased in such a way that it is metrical in
nature, rhythmic in sound, and based primarily on the King James translation.  You see this when
you look at different English translations of Matthew 6.  Each one bids us to ask God to forgive us
for something for which we also are to forgive others.  But what the prayer in each of those
translations asks God to forgive differs.  In one it is “debts.”  In another, it is “sins.”  And in yet
another, it is “trespasses” - as we pray it here at Christ UMC.
   
That is the case because the exact words Jesus uttered is a matter of interpretation, for Jesus  could
not have known the English words “debts” or “sins” or “trespasses,” as Jesus in all likelihood spoke
Aramaic.  In addition, the gospel writers recorded the Aramaic words Jesus instructed His disciples
to pray in Greek so those to whom they were witnessing in the Gentile world would understand. 
Those facts are important to know not only so you don’t foolishly complain about “the prayer God
wrote” not being in the service, but also so you understand what it means to be “devoted to the
apostles’ teaching.”  For being “devoted to the apostles’ teaching” is the first step of being
DEVOTED to what really matters in life.  

For people are devoted to all kinds of things in life.  They are devoted to their spouse and their
children.  They are devoted to their job or their profession.  And they are devoted to their favorite
sports team. Just a name a few of the things that capture peoples’ heart and soul.  But if we are not
devoted to the right thing, we can not only live out our life on earth and realize too late that we have
spent our time chasing what didn’t matter, we can also miss out on the love, joy, and peace, God
wants us to experience during our lives here on earth.
   
So as we move into this first aspect of being devoted to what really matters in life, we need to
understand that while what the apostles taught was their interpretation of what Jesus told them, it
also was not just a religious version of “Whisper Down the Lane” where we may never know what
JESUS actually taught.  Through the Holy Spirit, “the apostles’ teaching” was the divinely guided
application of what Jesus had taught about the issues they found themselves addressing during those
first years after He had ascended back to heaven.  
   
Through the Holy Spirit, “the apostles’ teaching” was the apostles inspired response to Jesus’
command to “make disciples of all nations,” using what He had taught them in new and creative
ways.  And “through the Holy Spirit, “the apostles’ teaching” was the way they laid out for their
listeners how what Jesus said matters most in life applied to the issues Jesus Himself had not been
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able to address.  
   
As a result, while we do see differences in the interpretations of what Jesus taught in “the apostles’
teaching” as we move from Matthew to Peter to John to Paul, we also clearly see how harmonious
they were in applying the teachings to Jesus to the new and different situations they found
themselves in as they sought to follow His command make disciples from “all nations.”  We see this
when we turn to just a few of the major themes of “the apostles’ teaching.”

One major theme of the teaching of the Apostles was that Jesus said God loves everyone.  Matthew
taught this when he recorded that Jesus said “love your enemies and pray for those who persecute
you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.  For HE makes His sun rise on the
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.”  This means that if we want to
be devoted to what matters most in life, we need to not only believe that God is love, and not only
seek to be in relationship with the God who John says loved us so much “He gave his only Son” for
us, we also need to love the people around us because that is how we grow as sons (and daughters)
of God.  Which, unfortunately, is not how all Christians approach life, as they are sometimes so busy
condemning the sins of the world they forget that God not only “gave his only Son” for it, but tells
His followers “love one another as I have loved you.”

A major second theme of the teaching of the Apostles was that Jesus said that because God loves
everyone He wants them to have joy and peace.  John taught this when he recorded that Jesus said
“I have said these things to you that you may have peace,” and our “joy may be full.”  This means
that if we want to be devoted to what matters most in life, we not only need to believe that God
wants us to have joy and peace in OUR lives, but also that WE are called to make sure what we do
as sons and daughters of God promotes joy and peace rather than takes it away.  Which again, is
unfortunately not how all Christians approach life, as they are sometimes so busy moaning and
groaning they forget that God has called them to be the channels of His joy and peace.

A third major theme of the teaching of the apostles is that the only way to have true joy and peace
is to be in relationship with Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Peter taught this when he
wrote that “though you do not now see Him, you believe in Him and rejoice with joy that is
inexpressible.”  This means that if we want to be devoted to what matters most in life, we need to
not only be in relationship with Jesus by choosing to “believe in Him” through the power the Holy
Spirit offers US, we also need to believe that WE are called to be the conduit through which God
wills to invite others into a life of joy and peace, and then act on that belief in ways that as we say
in our mission statement (say it with me) “introduce people to Jesus Christ, help them become
faithful followers of Him, and equip them to share His love with others.”  Which once again is
unfortunately not how all Christians approach life, as they are sometimes only concerned with
seeking God (and eternal life) themselves, and don’t ask God who it is around them that they should
be inviting with them to church, prayer group, and Bible study.
   
For those three overarching things are what the Apostles taught Jesus meant when He told them just
before ascending to heaven “go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

2



Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you.”  It is also what the Apostle Paul was talking about in the passage before us when
he encouraged Timothy to “continue in what you have learned.”  That is because living as a
Christian is not a once and done thing.  
   
We have to CHOOSE to live in Christian ways every day.  Yesterday merits us nothing if we wake
up today and walk away from God, or choose not to believe that God loves EVERYONE, that God
desires EVERYONE to have joy and peace, and that WE are the conduits through whom God wants
the Holy Spirit to so powerfully work that other people can come to experience God’s love, joy, and
peace through us.
   
For while Paul’s words are true that “all Scripture is God-breathed, and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work,” it is urgent that we realize that our good works may be the only
Bible some people ever encounter.  Our joy and peace may be the only Bible some people ever read. 
And our willingness to not only believe that God loves everyone, but also treat everyone with love,
may be the only way some people hear the fact that “God so loved the world that he gave his one and
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  
   
This is because while “God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him,” God also did not stop with the ministry of His Son but now seeks to work
through the ministry of the Church.  For the church is not a building, or a property, or a worship
service to which we go.  As we sing in a hymn, the Church is “a people.”  The Church is You and
I.  It is those sitting around you in the sanctuary.  And it is those worshiping with you online.  WE,
TOGETHER, are the Church, the ones through whom God is seeking to help people (as we see in
our church logo) “Know” Jesus, “Grow” in relationship with Jesus, and “Go” out into the highways
and byways of life to share His love with the entire world.
   
Which is what being “dedicated to the apostles’ teaching” is about.  For the apostles taught what
Jesus taught.  And what Jesus taught is that because God loves everyone we should love everyone. 
Because God wants everyone to have joy and peace we should be helpers rather than hindrances in
people receiving joy and peace.  And because the only way to have joy and peace is to be in
relationship with Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit we should be His witnesses each and
every day.  For, again, we may be the only Bible some people every read.  
   
We get a glimpse of what this looks like in a book by Calvin Miller titled The Philippian Fragment. 
It is the fictional tale of the archeological discovery of fragments of a letter from a first century
bishop named Eusebius to his friend Clement.  In one part of the work, Eusebius writes about a faith
healer named Helen who had recently come to town.  “Yesterday I saw her pass an amputee selling
styluses,” Miller says Eusebius wrote “[And] she touched his legs and cried, ‘Grow back! Grow
back!  In the name of Jesus of Nazareth, grow back!’  Well, Clement, I so wanted to see his legs
grow back, but they did not.  Poor Helen.  What’s a faith healer to do with an amputee that refuses
to grow legs on command?  So she sat down with the man, crossed her legs on the cold pavement,
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and began selling styluses herself.  Soon she was talking to him, and before very long they were both
laughing.  They laughed for hours, and by nightfall they were having an uproariously good time.”
   
Miller wrote that story because “the apostles’ teaching” was that God loves everyone, that because
God loves everyone He wants them to have joy and peace, and the only way that happens is by
entering into relationship with Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  But the only way God
can bring this miracle of salvation about for us, and through us for other people, is when we are
willing to be so “dedicated to the teaching of the apostles” that we not only become loving, joyful,
and peaceful in our hearts, but also choose to lovingly, joyfully, and peacefully sit down alongside
people in need, enter into relationship with them, and embody God’s love, joy, and peace.  For we
are the only Bible some people may ever read.   
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