
   In the book, How United Methodists Share Their Faith, Rodney Wilmoth describes how he once
visited the boyhood home of Mark Twain.  For all the hype he had read about the place, he expected
to be able to do more than peer through a window into what purported to be a faithful reproduction
of the house in which the young Twain lived.  He also didn’t expect to see electrical wiring, water-
sprinklers, and linoleum inside: items that would not have been there when Twain lived in it.  So
when he was leaving, he decided to check his reactions with  other tourists.\

“What did you think of it?” he asked one man.   “It’s great,” the man roared,   “I come here several
times a year.”  “Really?” Wilmoth said, as he tried to hide his shock.  “I’ve been here thirty times
now,” the man added, “It’s a real shrine.”  Trying to make sense of how the man could see the
obviously not original house as a ‘shrine,’ and not a tourist trap, Wilmoth asked, “Would you say the
house is faithful to what Twain describes in his books?”  “I have no idea,” the man said, “I’ve never
read any of his books.”

VISITING THE SHRINE, WITHOUT READING THE BOOKS!  That is a good description of what
can occur in the lives of those who claim to be Christians but who don’t follow through on the life
that such a name implies.  That is because it is all too easy to say we want to be righteous, holy, and
godly, but not actually seek to become such things - particularly in the ways God says it happens. 
And the reason for that is it is all too easy to give in to the temptation to just “visit the shrine” we
call the Church without seeking the God who seeks to meet us through the Church. 

This is understandable however.  Being a disciple of Jesus is not easy.  Jesus not only said HE had
come “not to be served but to serve,” and “to give His life as a ransom for many,” He also said “if
anyone wants to be My disciple, they must pick up their cross and follow Me.”  As far as advertising
campaigns go, that it isn’t a very good selling point.  But it is the truth of spirituality.

To actually become righteous, holy, and godly, we must surrender our will to God’s will, our agenda
to God’s agenda, our aspirations to God’s aspirations for us.  This is because if we only “visit the
shrine” we call the Church, we may pray, we may worship, and we even may join a spiritual growth
group.  But what we will not do (at least in any significant way) is grow spiritually.  That is because
spiritual growth requires not only that we pray, worship, and be part of a spiritual growth group, it
also requires that we follow Jesus in the ways HE says we are to follow. And doing that involves not
deciding to “pick up our cross,” but actually doing so by “following Him” in the ways He says we
are to do so.  We see this in the passage from John.

John the Baptist was speaking with his disciples one day when Jesus walked by.  John pointed to
Jesus, and said “Look, the Lamb of God!”  Two of his disciples immediately took off after Jesus. 
When they caught up to Him, they spoke with Him, and had a confusing conversation.  But they
continued to follow Him, and spent the rest of the day with Him.  By the next morning, they not only
had made the decision to continue to follow Jesus, Andrew brought his brother Peter to Jesus. 
BECAUSE THAT IS WHAT YOU DO WHEN YOU ENCOUNTER THE MESSIAH; YOU
BRING OTHERS TO HIM so they too might become righteous, holy, and godly - and not just “visit
the shrine” we call the Church.
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To see how to go about becoming righteous, holy, and godly in the ways God says we have to do so,
let’s look mor closely at Andrew.  Andrew wasn’t seeking to become righteous, holy, and godly in
his own strength, but in the ways God says it happens.  He wasn’t seeking to participate in spiritual
growth activities like prayer and worship just to do so, but to be in relationship with God through
those things.  For in the words of  Rodney Wilmoth, he wasn’t just “visiting the shrine” when he
went to synagogue and temple, but to grow deeper in relationship with the God who promises to
meet us such organized places of prayer and worship.  As we look at the John passage closely, we
therefore see not only what Andrew did to let God lead Him in living such a life, we see several
things we need to do if we want to live in such ways. 

First, if we want to be a DISCIPLE of Jesus we must ‘follow’ Him.  “Visiting the shrine” we call the
Church - even every single Sunday - isn’t enough.  We have to make the decision to ‘follow’ the God
who seeks to meet us in this organized place of prayer and worship.  We see this in what happened
when Jesus walked past John the Baptist and his disciples.  John had been proclaiming the arrival
of a new kind of kingdom.  He had been teaching people what it means to be a child of God.  And
he was preparing them to live as ambassadors of the One who was about to come to save the world -
inviting others to join them in that journey.

As John began yet another message on that topic, Jesus walked past.  How John knew Jesus was the
Messiah, we aren’t told.  But somehow he knew Jesus was the “the Lamb of God,” and pointed Him
out.  Those persons inclined to just “visit the shrine,” probably looked at Jesus and went
“oooooooh.”  And then, as he walked away, probably went “aaaaaaaaaaah,” like He was some kind
of divine fireworks display.  But since Andrew wasn’t interested in just “visiting the shrine” of the
synagogue and temple to participate in organized activities of prayer and worship as if doing so
somehow automatically made him righteous, holy, and godly, He followed Jesus.

That tells us that if WE want to be righteous, holy, and godly, we (like Andrew) must make the
decision to follow Jesus by turning over to Him our will, our agenda, and our aspirations so we can
follow His will, His agenda, and His aspirations for us - no matter how much GOD’s ways interfere
with the ways we want to do things, or how much doing so costs us in terms of the things of this
world.  Jesus showed us that fact in the Garden of Gethsemane on the night of His arrest when he
prayed “if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will,” and then
chose to allow Himself to be arrested.  Not that it is easy to live in this way.

We see this in an incident Bill Easum writes about in the book Second Resurrection.  Bill was asked
to consult with a church that was growing smaller each year.  After working with them for a week,
Easum told them their problem was they were not acting like a church but a social club.  As a result,
their meetings were only about how to care for their shrine and keep everyone who was a member
it happy, and NOT about how to lead the lost into relationship with God.  Of course, they though
otherwise, and his meeting with them quickly became an unhappy event.  

But that wasn’t the worst of it.  When the pastor took Easum to the airport, he said “You talked a lot
about a personal relationship with Jesus this week.  What do you mean by that?”  Easum says “I was
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speechless.  I had come face to face with the reason that church was struggling.”  Neither the pastor,
nor the lay leaders, had a personal relationship with Jesus.  They had only agreed to “visit the
shrine,” and not to enter into relationship with the God who sought to meet them through it.  
   
As a result, God’s will had never become their will.  God’s agenda had never become their agenda. 
And God’s aspirations for them had never become their aspirations for themselves.  If we want to
do more than just “visit the shrine,” we are not through at the point that we make the decision to
follow Jesus however.  

If we want to be a DISCIPLE of Jesus, we must also seek to grow our relationship with Him.  We
see this in the conversation Andrew had with Jesus had after he began to traipse along behind Him. 
Noticing that Andrew and the other disciple were following Him, Jesus asked “What do you want?” 
In reply, Andrew asked “Where are you staying?”  At first glance, it would seem that where Jesus
lived was important to Andrew.  But this is not actually the case.  Andrew wasn’t asking if Jesus was
living in a middle class neighborhood or the wrong side of the tracks.  He was requesting to go with
Jesus to wherever He was staying so he could spend time with Him, and move deeper into
relationship with Him.  After all, Andrew had heard John the Baptist say that this man was the
Messiah.  So he followed him to get to know Him better, to spend time with Him, and to soak up
everything He had to say about the kingdom He was here to usher in.

Our misunderstanding of the interaction Andrew had with Jesus comes from the fact that we don’t
realize that being someone’s disciple in the first century meant more than taking notes as a Teacher
spoke.  Being someone’s disciple in the first century meant understanding that person’s teachings
to such an extent that they began to view the world in the same way, and live in ways that replicated
what the Teacher had taught them.  As a result, when Andrew asked “Where are you staying?” he
wasn’t seeking an address, but permission to spend time with Him absorbing the essence of who HE
was so he might better become  righteous, holy, and godly.  Which is why Jesus said to him “Come
and you will see.”

Something similar is stated on the cover of the Disciple 1 Bible study notebook.  The large print title
says Disciple.  But then in smaller print the subtitle declares that the purpose of the study is to make
“disciples through Bible study.”  That is because those who seek to follow Jesus do not pray,
worship, and study their Bibles to merely “visit the shrine” of church activities just do so, but to do
so as a way to learn how to better follow Jesus.  This reality is further developed at the end of each
of the chapters in the Disciple 1 Bible study notebook.  

That is because at the end of each chapter there is an action item labeled “The Mark of Discipleship.” 
Each “Mark of Discipleship” is a characteristic those seeking to become righteous, holy, and godly
are to possess as a method through which they are able to make the choice to surrender their will to
God’s will, their agenda to God’s agenda, and their aspirations to God’s aspirations.  

Which only happens when we FIRST work to know what characteristics the Great Teacher says are
the qualities of His Kingdom, and when we SECOND seek to allow those characteristics to guide
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how we seek to actually live.  If we want to do more than just “visit the shrine,” we are not through
at the point that we make the decision to follow Jesus, or even at the point that we begin seeking to
grow our relationship with Jesus. 

If we want to be a DISCIPLE of Jesus, we must go on to tell others about Him.  We see this in the
John passage as well.  That is because when John tells us that after Andrew decided to follow Jesus,
“the FIRST THING Andrew did was find his brother Simon and tell him, ‘We have found the
Messiah.’ ” And he did so because being a disciple of Jesus is not just about getting something from
Him - like blessings or even salvation.  Being a disciple of Jesus is also about allowing Him to so
remold us in His image that we live like Him by ‘laying down our lives’ and ‘picking up our cross’
so fully that we want everyone else to experience the blessings we have received in living such a
righteous, holy, and godly life.

We see this in something Stephen Neill writes in the book The Unfinished Task.  In that book, Neill
quotes a participant in a World Council of Churches meeting who said “every person needs to have
three conversions: to Christ, to the Church, and to the world.”  As this happens, Neill explains “an
individual first finds themself challenged to surrender to the recognition of Christ as the supreme
Master.  Then a person uncovers the reality of the Christian faith in the shared fellowship and
mystery of the Church.  And third, one finds themself overwhelmed by the sorrows and sufferings
of humanity and then discovers in Jesus of Nazareth the pattern and inspiration to seek to solve
those sorrows and sufferings through a life of giving and service.”  

Not that doing this is always a big ticket item in terms of our times or finances either.  Years ago,
Sandy had an encounter at a school where she was teaching that points to how it is even in the little
things that God calls us to be a servant.  One morning, she had a conversation with a teacher who
had just talked with a student.  The student was upset because he had been given a detention for
violating the dress code.  His offense was that he was not wearing a belt.  The reason he had been
talking with the other teacher, was that he did not have a belt to wear.  Given his family’s financial
situation, they had not replaced his belt when his last one fell apart.  He had therefore been asking
the other teacher if anything could be done so he did not have to continue serving detentions for
something that was not his fault.  YES!  There WAS something that could be done - especially by
anyone who claims to be a follower of Jesus.  So Sandy went to school the next day with a new belt
for him.

That is because God calls us to tell other people about Him not just by what we SAY, but also by
what we DO.  He calls us to tell other people about Him by not just SPEAKING like Him but also
ACTING like Him.  And He calls us to tell other people about Him by seeking to have HIS will be
OUR will, HIS agenda be OUR agenda, and HIS  aspirations be OUR aspirations.  For THAT is how
God’s kingdom comes about “on earth as in heaven.”  And THAT is the only way to move beyond
just “visiting the shrine” to actually being a follower of Jesus.
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